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CHEMISTRY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 
ZEALAND INDUSTRY - 1940 

 

This article is a copy of a joint publication of The New Zealand Section, Institute of Great 
Britain and Ireland and The New Zealand Institute of Chemistry, entitled "Chemistry in 
the Development of New Zealand Industry", published in 1940.  The contents of  the 1965 
DSIR publication "One Hundred Years of Chemical Research" is also given. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The history of chemistry in New Zealand, and the role it has played in the development of the 
country, is admirably presented in the 1981 NZIC publication "Chemistry in a Young 
Country", edited by P.P. Williams, and produced on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of 
the foundation of the New Zealand Institute of Chemistry. 
 
Two years ago Jenny Butcher, then teaching at Auckland Girls' Grammar School, came 
across, and rescued from being thrown out in a periodic clean up, a little booklet entitled 
"Chemistry in the Development of New Zealand Industry".  She thought it might be of 
interest and gave it the editor of this publication who initially could not find anyone who 
knew of its existence.  Surprisingly there is no reference to it in "Chemistry in a Young 
Country", so presumably none of the many contributors to that publication were aware of its 
existence.  We have now been told that this was produced in 1940 for the New Zealand 
centenial celebrations of that year. 
 
We believe it to be an important publication in the history of the NZIC, and in hind sight 
could be regarded as the true first edition of "Chemical Processes in New Zealand".  As the 
copy rescued by Jenny Butcher is the only one we know of for sure, (there are probably a few 
others in unknown collections) we have copied it and reproduce it in its original form as the 
final section of this publication.  This should ensure it is not lost for ever. 
 
Another rich source of historical information is "One Hundred Years of Chemical Research" 
produced by Chemistry Division, Department if Scientific and Industrial Research, in 1965, 
(NZ DSIR Information Series-No. 46).  This was produced to celebrate the centenary of the 
setting up of a Colonial Museum and Laboratory in Wellington.  The 126 page book has a 
history of Chemistry Division followed by 1-2 page articles on past and current (1965) 
research projects.  The list of these projects is given at the end of this section. 
 
The establishment of Crown Research Institutes in the 1990's resulted in the disestablishment 
of Chemistry Division and the DSIR, and New Zealand no longer has a single chemical 
research organisation.  Its "Government research chemists" are now spread throughout the 
various CRI's and other industry research institutes. 
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